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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 

Over the course of Queen Victoria’s 64-year reign (1837-1901), England expanded and 
consolidated its rule over colonized territories at such a fast and furious pace that, at its height, the 
British Empire covered a quarter of the earth’s land area and held sway over a quarter of the earth’s 
population. In this class, we will consider the relationship between Victorian Britain’s behemoth, 
world-ravaging imperialist project and the various forms of transcontinental emigration that 
necessarily went along with it—some forms of which were voluntary, others of which were not.    
Focusing primarily on novels and autobiographical writing, this course will take us back and forth 
between the British Metropole and Africa, Australia, Eastern Europe, India, and the West Indies, 
touching on key political, cultural, and ethical issues along the way.  
 
NB: While I will certainly guide our class conversations and make sure that we cover all of the 
textual and historical ground that I consider to be the most interesting and the most important, I will 
not, for the most part, be lecturing at you. We will be working through these materials together, and 
your participation and thoughts and questions are not only desired but required. 

Required texts: 
Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre (Oxford, ISBN 9780199535590) 
Kate Grenville, The Secret River (Ingram, ISBN 9781841959146) 
Rudyard Kipling, Kim (Oxford, ISBN 9780199536467) 
Mary Prince, The History of Mary Prince (Penguin, ISBN 9780140437492) 
Mary Seacole, Wonderful Adventures of Mrs. Seacole in Many Lands (Penguin, ISBN 9780140439021) 
Bram Stoker, Dracula (Oxford, ISBN 9780199564095) 
 
All other readings in Course Reader 
 
GRADE BREAKDOWN:  
 
Participation and attendance: 20% 
Reading quizzes: 10% 
Response journal: 5% 
Mapping presentation/paper: 10% 
Close reading exercises (5% each x 4): 20% 
Final paper abstract: 5% 
Final paper: 20% 
Final exam: 10% 
 



Participation and attendance:  Because your participation is so crucial to the fabric of this class, it will 
comprise 20% of your grade. Attendance obviously affects your ability to participate, so any more 
than three missed classes will result in losing one percentage point out of the possible 20. I do 
realize that extreme personal and medical emergencies arise on occasion, and I will try to be 
understanding about these issues if they do not substantially undermine your ability to learn the 
materials. You must, though, let me know ahead of time anytime you are going to miss class; I can 
only be understanding about absences if I understand what’s going on.  
 
Reading quizzes:  You cannot participate if you don’t come to class, but you also cannot participate if 
you don’t do the reading. To give you extra motivation to keep up with the reading on a regular 
basis, there will be reading-content pop quizzes at the beginning of some classes. Glancing over a 
Sparknotes or Wikipedia summary will not enable you to do well on these quizzes; reading the actual 
texts, however, will make this portion of your grade a breeze. No quizzes may be made up, but the 
lowest score of the semester will be dropped. 
 
Response journal: Because one of the best ways to come up with interesting and compelling ideas is to 
write your ideas down, we will be doing numerous in-class writing exercises over the course of the 
semester. Please purchase one 8 ½ x 11” bound notebook to use as your writing journal/class notes 
and bring it with you to every class (along with a pen). You will be allowed to bring it with you to 
the final exam, after which I’ll give it an overall grade for the effort you have cumulatively put into it. 
 
Mapping Presentation/Paper: Because movement and geography are two of the largest thematic 
concerns of this class, your groupwork assignment will be to perform a mapping activity focused on 
one of our primary texts, which will have both an oral presentation component and short paper 
component to it. I’ll provide a handout going over the details and requirements of this assignment. 
 
Close reading exercises: After we finish reading each of our major primary texts, you will have to write a 
short, 1-page paper in response to a given prompt (except for the week that you do your mapping 
presentation; that week, your mapping paper will take the place of your close reading exercise). 
Handouts describing each individual prompt are forthcoming. 
 
Final paper: The big assignment of the semester is a 5-6 page, thesis-driven essay on one or more of 
the course texts, which we will work on together throughout the second half of the semester. You 
will first workshop and submit a 300-word abstract describing what you plan to argue in your paper. 
Next, you’ll turn in a complete first draft that will receive detailed feedback from me, but no grade. 
Finally, you’ll revise and resubmit the paper in light of my comments, and I’ll assign a grade to the 
revised draft at the end of the semester.  
 
Final exam: The final exam will be your way of showing me what you’re coming away with at the end 
of the semester. It will take place in our regular classroom on 5/9 from 8:00-10:00 am. 
 
COURSE POLICIES/OTHER INFORMATION:         
 
Email:  I will, at times, send important messages via my official class email list; please begin checking 
your UNT email address on a regular basis if you are not already doing so. On the other end of the 
equation, I make it a policy to respond to student emails within 24 hours with the exception of weekends; 
if by any chance you do not receive a response from me within that time frame, please resend your 
email to make sure it did not somehow disappear in the internet ether. 



 
Plagiarism: If you fail to give full credit to the sources you are citing, lift a paper off of the internet, 
reuse a paper that was written for another class, or have someone else write any part of your paper 
for you, you are plagiarizing and I will catch you doing so. Plagiarism will result in failure of the 
course and permanent documentation on your academic record. Zero tolerance policy.   

Students with Disabilities: Anyone with a disability requiring accommodation needs to present a written 
accommodation request to me within eleven days of the first class session. To apply for 
accommodation services, request letters for professors, or make an ODA-related complaint, contact 
the Office of Disability Accommodation at 940-565-4323 or go to disability.unt.edu. 

Discrimination, harassment, and assault: UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all 
forms of discrimination and harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence, and 
stalking. If you or someone you know experiences any of these acts, UNT has staff members trained 
to support you in accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing 
accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. For immediate assistance, contact 
Renee LeClaire McNamara at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or at 940-565-2648.   
 
DISCUSSION/READING SCHEDULE: 
 
1/15:  Class intro 
 
Unit 1: History of the British Empire/A View from the Metropole 
 
1/17:  Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre, pp. 7-75 (Vol. I, Ch. I—Vol. I, Ch. VIII) 
 [History of the British Empire I: 1583-1783] 
 
1/22:  Jane Eyre, pp. 75-195 (Vol. I, Ch. IX—Vol. II, Ch. III)  
 [History of the British Empire II: 1783-1815] 
 
1/24:  Jane Eyre, pp. 195-257 (Vol. II, Ch. IV—Vol. II, Ch. VIII)   
 [History of the British Empire III: 1815-1914] 
 
1/29:  Jane Eyre, pp. 257-388 (Vol. II, Ch. IX—Vol. III, Ch. VII)    
 [History of the British Empire IV: 1914-1945] 
 
1/31: Jane Eyre, pp. 388-452 (Vol. III, Ch. VIII—end) 
 [History of the British Empire V: 1945-1997] 
 
2/5:  Gayatri Spivak, “Three Women’s Texts and a Critique of Imperialism” (section on Jane Eyre)  
 Susan L. Meyer, “Colonialism and the Figurative Strategy of Jane Eyre” (highlighted sections) 
 [Oral Presentation, Group 1: Mapping Jane Eyre] 
 [Close reading exercise #1 due by 9:00 am on Canvas] 
 
Unit 2: The West Indies 
 
2/7:  Mary Prince, The History of Mary Prince (all, including Preface & Supplement) 
 



2/12:  Mary Seacole, The Wonderful Adventures of Mrs. Seacole in Many Lands, pp. 1-109 (Ch. I-XII) 
 
2/14:  The Wonderful Adventures of Mrs. Seacole in Many Lands, pp. 110-171 (Ch. XIII-end) 
 
2/19:  Sandra Pouchet Paquet, “The Enigma of Arrival: The Wonderful Adventures of Mrs. Seacole in  

Many Lands”  
[Oral Presentations, Group 2: Mapping Mary Prince & Group 3: Mapping Mrs. Seacole] 
[Close reading exercise #2 due by 9:00 am on Canvas] 
 

2/21:   Guest lecture by Zarena Aslami 
 
Unit 3: India 
 
2/26:  Rudyard Kipling, Kim, pp. 1-167 (Ch. I-IX) 
 
2/28:   Kim, pp. 168-229 (Ch. X-XII) 
 
3/5:  Kim, pp. 230-289 (Ch. XIII-end) 

[Oral Presentation, Group 4: Mapping Kim] 
[Close reading exercise #3 due by 9:00 am on Canvas] 
 

3/7:  Toru Dutt, “Our Casuarina Tree”  
Kipling, “The Flowers,” “The Native-Born,” and “Chant-Pagan” 
Tricia Lootens, “Alien Homelands: Rudyard Kipling, Toru Dutt, and the Poetry of Empire” 

 
Unit 4: Africa 
 
3/19:  David Livingstone, Sir Henry Morton Stanley, Lucie Duff Gordon, Mary Kingsley - excerpts  
 [Final paper instructions and research pointers] 
 
3/21:  Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (all) 
 
3/26:  Chinua Achebe, “An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness” 
 [Oral Presentation, Group 5: Mapping Heart of Darkness] 

[Close reading exercise #4 due by 9:00 am on Canvas] 
 
Unit 5: Australia 
 
3/28:  Frank the Poet, “The Convict’s Arrival,” “A Convict’s Tour to Hell” 

Kate Grenville, The Secret River, pp. 1-72 (Strangers & Pt. 1) 
  
4/2:  The Secret River, pp. 73-186 (Pts. 2 & 3) 
 [Final paper group brainstorming session] 
 
4/4:  The Secret River, pp. 187-234 (Pt. 4) 

[Peer workshop paper abstracts; bring 3 copies to class] 
[Abstract due by midnight on Canvas] 

 



4/9:  The Secret River, pp. 235-end (Pts. 5 & 6) 
 
4/11:  Marguerite Nolan and Robert Clarke, “Reading The Secret River” 
 [Oral Presentation, Group 6: Mapping The Secret River] 

[Close reading exercise #5 due by 9:00 am on Canvas] 
 

Unit 6: Fears of “Reverse Colonization” 
 
4/16:  Stephen Arata, “The Occidental Tourist: Dracula and the Anxiety of Reverse Colonization”     

(Intro & Part I, pp. 621-27) 
Bram Stoker, Dracula, pp. 5-72 (Ch. I-VI) 

 
4/18:  Dracula, pp. 72-111 (Ch. VII-IX) 
 
[4/19:  First draft of paper due by midnight on Canvas] 
 
4/23:  Dracula, pp. 111-230 (Ch. X-XVII) 
 
4/25:  Dracula, pp. 230-305 (Ch. XIX-XXIV) 
 
4/30:  Dracula, pp. 305-362 (Ch. XXV-end) 

Arata, “The Occidental Tourist” (Parts II & III, pp. 627-45) 
[Oral Presentation, Group 7: Mapping Dracula] 

 
5/2:   Class wrap-up; final exam prep 
 
[5/5:  Final paper due by midnight on Canvas] 
 
5/9:  Final Exam, 8:00-10:00 am 


